Gipr]y Againit Boys

What started out as an experimental studio band in DC during the late 80's, the now NY-based Girls Against Boys seminal sound
continues to evolve, Their lineup for the last three years teams ex-Soulside musicians Alexis Fleisig, Scott McCloud, and Johnny
Temple with record engineer EN Janney. The following interview with Johnny and Alexis transpired after their climactic set June 10

at JC Dobb's, Philadelphia, PA. (Conducted by Skate, edited by Frank)

Jlas he reveals his latest blister addition): This is the Hlmr
interview #31. §
FOE: What happened with the technieal diffievities? ;‘
A: Seott's amp is not working, as usual,
J: Seoft’s beem vsing the same equipment sinee the Soulside
Aetually, Alexts and | also are both using Soulside equipwent:
however ours’ works better than Seoft's.

A: Johiny's bass cabinet was just stolen.

J: We're plotting to destroy Seott's equipment and foree him to I:w
new equipment.

FOE: How did you choose the name &irls Against Boys?

Ine

A: Eli had this relationship with this woman a long time ago and

when they were sort of kids, she would always yell I‘r'sll-ilrh:
Against Boys. 1's Girls Against Poys." She was a litte bit mu‘f
FOE: For the dichard fans, why did Soviside breakvp? .. s
J: Soulside broke up so we could all return 1o eollege. Th
drifted in different direetions. H was a year lafer that we regrouped
as Littie Baby and then 0 vs B, Bnhwwmrmfnfum&vmham
Boots. Now he is doing amfutwﬂﬁﬂs brother, Mark, fnrw
singer of Kingface.

FOE: Why did you move fo NYT
J: For a ehange of pace. Allof. iiﬁad lived the majorfty Ufmsws
in PC and we looked to broadem our horizons. We dumﬂﬁ’m

stay in NY forever. In faet we may return fo Ma?mm
Well bein NY for at least Zmoreyears. =~ .
FOE: Who writes the lyrles? i 3

A: Seoft... Pretty wweh Seoft, 7 B e

FOE: Where s Seott? = .. il

J: Seoft's at the bar drinking a Hmﬁﬁfa. i 3
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Iimmtu i's przﬁv much: gverything. lquu:l“muﬂ
anyone. He has a defintte sort of ... , | would wot eall Wﬁg

______

.......

world, but somewhere he would fike 1o be, or something. like m?ﬂr%{

the way he'd like to be, or a place he liked to be, and that ‘s sort of
what he writes about. Really, hemahwﬂmﬂnumm
and moods and atmospheres. g

J: Mﬂnfhlslvﬁuarephramihﬂhlwﬂhhr urphramﬂvaf
hell read, like maybe something haﬂ[mhuummmhla
newspaper. That's where a lof of the lyries come from. H's almost

like plaglarizing. Because of that, sometimes, m#wa&ﬂw
will say fo Seott | saw this really weird thing today and hel say

“Oh, wow. That's really eool sounding.” and hell incorporate that =
into the lyries. Inﬂufmhedmm#mwmmﬁﬂng,m
he basieally comes up with almost everything.

A: For a while, Seott and | were really info the Iﬁanfdmﬂnqm..;

.....

mundane fo pore absurdity. Like, “Everything I do seems to cost me
70" pretty much that happens to everyone. For us it's like a big -

..........

m A

~end, t'sTike yo

.....

thing. Things like that you kmow. Like taking the HOV (High
- Osegpancy Vehicle) lane, and singing about it or something. There is
_ something that is so absurd about taking a really, really everyday
ahddwaﬂm it. You know, putting i on a litte pedestal.

t s more reflected in the Tropie of Seorpio album.

A: This new one is more about sort of love.

3 Love and lust.

. FOE: Why the steering wheel logo?

. & Cars and movement have been two major themes in Seott’s lyries.

- Musie and landseape are inextricably bound. As with a ehanging

iaMuaH. we fry fo maintain a dynamie musieal semsibility that

mever becomes static.

FOE: What Is this infatuation with ‘72 Buick LeSabres?

J For a brief period, Seoft owned a majestic 72 Buick LeSabre. It
ﬂ'agupanﬂ us, as individuals and a3 a grovp, o a variety

nf desired foeations. It never failed until mortally wounded by an

- adoleseent drive-by ferrorist in Arlington, Virginia.

jﬂli Why did you ‘switeh to Touch and Go?7 Was it befter

‘distribution? Promotion?

J: They were interested in u.t and they are a great label. Jeff

Hdmu, who runs Adult Swim Records, was supportive of the idea.

with Soudside, we did everything ourselves but with this sitvation

Jeft was di allthlarhm'kanﬂwmimaMnffhEHE

!:ﬁx&r ¢ and some of the ereativity. We're all like

-reaiy

---------

3 You need wore resouress.

& "5 “ *f*ﬁ"i’fblikwsdﬁaIutﬂfmrkandlnﬂumdwaﬁiﬂﬁ.bﬁwe

Mlﬁauhdﬁmmrﬂbmﬂidﬂlhtﬂihkfmhandhgbmu;

&Wﬁﬁl vork oor asses off hufmwﬁam{s a stronger support
’"ﬁ 5

anwaaﬂmwh ahdheaﬂlmtumake sure that there

aybe gllhﬁwi-:wthmur some Kind of promotion going on.

tF Just doesn't have the time for that. He has so mueh other stuff

J.Htmuﬁuhurﬂ,hﬂumutmanied, he just bought a house. How
~did we end up talking about Jeff's personal [ife?

- FOE: 1s Adutt Swim still Iw existence?

J: Yeah, they just released 9953, an old PG band.

- FOE: Poes Tropie of Seorplo parallel Henry Miller's Tropie of Cancer?
‘A Yeah, we waerd really into Trople of Cancer and Tropie of

= antd everything at the time. And, also we're info this idea
of besause we are living in New York and New York sort ufmks,

- living in the tropies or sowie other place that's really great.
4: Hopian environment.
A This sort of sounds stupid, but, we sort of weant the l‘_rop#enf

..mimummmvm i 00r own wind.

& Well, | think that's true. | think a lot of fimes with Seott's whole
famnwurldﬂslm He wants his fantasy world to be his world



..........

even though it doesn't resemble it whatsoever. That seems kinda
dynamie. Suddenly, palwm trees will start growing in Brookdyn.

A: Right. or well just be sitting somewhere drinking cool drinks ..
just really comfortable somewhere. i could be anywhere... on a roof
or something. But of course it 's mever going fo happen. The new
album is from a Spanish novella that was being broadeast on TV in
Bareelona. That's the Venus Luxure part. t was Venos Luxuria, |
think. Sort of a really cool name Also, it's sort of a weird
amalgamation of things Like No. 1 Baby. The idea of having a
baby that's number one. H's sort of absurd, you kmow. H's like
having your favorite baby or something like that. | 's weird.

J: In the past year, Seott’s been pretty obsessed with babies.

FOE: Is he a father?

J: No, he's not.

A: He's planning on having a kid named Harry. Bot | quess that's not
going to happen now. What was that other thina? For a while, we
were really info the whole spaceship thing and planets and stuff
like that. That's why Venus also appears in the title H's the same
thing in Tropic of Seorpio. All these things whose name conjures up
really areat images. In reality, | really don't want to go fo Venus.
But the nawe eonjures up this weird place. For Ray Bradbury and all
these really cool 1950's Seience Fietion books and stuff like that.

FOE: What are the sonas off the T about?

J: "Bulletproof Cupid" is about seizing the romantic moment and
loeating the appropriate neighborhood in the Tropie of Seorplo, vsing
a favored vehicle as transport. “Sharkmeat” details the combustion
wonders and visval stimulations of Monterey, Miawi, and siwilar
beach-strewn hotspots.

FOE: What about future plans?

J: In Detober we're going o do a full US tour and then we're going fo
do a European tour in early 1994, Before that time we will be
playing a bunch of shows. We're playing on the second stage of

Lollapalooza for the PC show. We opened up for a Seream reunion
glg in PC in early July. And, hopefully, we are going to do a video,
this summer.

FOE: Will the video be for Bulletproof Cupid?

J: We haven't really discussed it yet. We fry not fo make any
decisions until right before we have to do something.

A: We prefer to do it after. Like there is a point when planning
really becomes mecessary. Like you start plamwing and you go
through the logieal steps. We prefer to walt a couple of weeks after
the point when you are supposed to start planning,

J: Onee you are enfering the emeraeney phase is when we prefer to
start planning.

A: That's when we start kicking in, that's when we start. That's
the way we work.

FOE: Pid you ever work in video before?

A: A friend of ours was in film sthool and shot us live a lot and
spliced together a lot of different stuff and made a video for the
song Baby.

FOE: Will your new video be more artistic?

A: It1l probably just have a lot of babies in it.

J: We're qoing to try to fill a stadium with babies. We are going fo
pay every parent 5 1o bring their baby to the Meadowlands in NJ.
A: The parents aren't allowed in, only the babies. We're going fo
take a baby on tour with us also. | don't know where we are going
to get one, but will find a way.

J: We are all young men so we could probably find a way to produce
a haby.

A: That's possible.

FOE: Any elosing comments |

A: | just wanted to say that whoever stole Johnny's bass cabinet is
a dead wmotherfucker.



