| (Frank FOE) conducted this interview via the internet
with Jon Clark, mastermind behind Ringing Ear Records and the
guntarist/vocalist for Sinkhole...
FE Your first cd. "Groping For Trout” was released on your own
label (Ringing Ear)... your second "Space Freak” was released on Pr.
Strange. why was this, and how many of each dise have you sold?

e Well, we went into the recording of "H:|:.|.L'f: Freak™ with the
mntenton of purnng it out on Ringing Ear, but when we fimished,
the libel was really broke (we had just released the Bender CD, Frl;us
we had flown an enpmeer out from San Diepo to do the recording)
and 1t looked like o would take a while for us 1o get back the Money
tes put 4 new sinkhole album out. 5o [ sent a cassette of the new
stull to Dir. Stranpe, since he had alwavs liked the band and had
sold a bunch of our records through hus catalog, and he called back
and smd that he wanted 1o put it out. We talked about 1t and
decided that he was a good puy and that we could trust him to do a
good job with it Plus, his label has a pretty strong I;'{_|I:|f_1-1..'|,'|_11HI
already, and he's pot Mordam distnbution, the best distnbution in
the world, so we fipured thar a one-off release wath Dr. Strange
woilld help to get the band some good distnbution and recognition
which would help funire Sinkhole records on Ringing Ear sell
better.

As far as sales ga, "L 1 TOping For Trout™ has sold about
3,000 so far, “Space Freak™ 1 think 15 around 6-7 004,

F#E When will your next dise be released and who will be releasing
it and why did you decide which label?

™ We'll be recording our next full-length the first week of
February, so depending on how fast the artwork and layout gets
|.+I|||l'., ik '-thll-.:I ||L' our scametime i ."|J_'Il'l|. 3T !'II:IIL'. ||'I.‘|. Hl'llng (8] l:l['
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first place was so we could release our own sraff. It's just a lot of
fun to be fully responsible for the promoton and distnbunon of
vout own record.  Plus, 1 really want Rmging Ear to grow as a label,
and getting a new Sinkhole album our wall help 1o rase both
wwareness m the label and money for the release of records by
other bands we like

FE “Tumble Mat" is one of the best songs I've ever heard in my
entire life (Sinkhole has tons of great songs mind you)... what Inspired
the lyrics and the reference to a fumble mat?

Er’ " | hate 1o disappoint you, but the lynes 1o thar song are pretty
» meanmgless. We had the music to the song wntten and a vocal
melody to go wath i, and then qust filled in the blanks with a bunch
of words that thymed. I'm not exactly sure where the rumble mar
part came from. | think it was pust something that thymed and had
|JI:|!" ]"I!_[il.r !Il'l]r'l]l_:-l:!']' ]| h‘.'”.]:"lll:,"i_

Top Ten s of the year, two
years in a row in FOE's year end Tops Lists (1994 for "Ponkey”, 1995
for "Tumble Mat")?

F$#E How does it feel to have one of the

€' [t's an unbelievable honor, something we'll all be able 1o tell
our grandchildren abour

Fs#E When you write and record a song. don't you wish you could
make everyone listen to it... | quess what | am asking also relates to..
with all of the pop/punk/melody/speed bands out there, how do you
make yourself stand out amongst all of the others? Po you find i
frustrating frying fo aet the word out on your band or are you happy
with your current level of success?

e You know, there's such a huge audience out there now tor
i'ﬂ_illk IMUSIC l!'l.'.“ H “'f!llj'd I:H." 'II'L'!.I.”'.' '-|IJ['I;.|.|. tllf-l ol :ll.l.!'.-.j LB | 2.[]]{'] Al O
h"'-'{:‘l ({8} l.'H;' ﬁq’lﬁﬁﬁ‘l’.'l.i "nlr"lth thﬂ.[[ CLUITent lI-!"‘I.'\'.'l -.l:. SULLERS, [:I'jl.“I. It
seems like once you get satisfied, the motvaton w improve 1s
diminished and vou're probably going to pet lazy and start sucking.
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to hear vour band and buy your records, especially if you're
involved on the record label end of things, because really, thar's
what your job 1s. But the marter of how to get a good buzz gong
around a band is something thar [ think about a lot and 15
something that really batfles me somenmes, and yes, it can get very
FHJ.HT'.’IIII'IE.

Take the New Sweet Breath album we just put out on
Rinping Ear, for example. In my mind, it's one of the best and
maost interesting albums 10 come out in the last 3-4 years. But
they're not from a particularly hot punk scene, they don't feature
any well-known ex-members, they're playing a style of music that
doesn't easily fir into currently popular trends, they're not on a buzz
label hke Fat, Revelanon, Lookout, etc., and so the album goes
relatively unnotced. And then | hear about some band that's not
even worthy of changing New Sweet Breath's guitar stongs but
I!]}l;:.."'w; Eui that buzz and so t]n'j-_"rr:' ﬁﬂil'lnp_ over ten thousand cnpi-_'.-.
of a record and it makes me really mad and frustrated. See, you can
take out ad after ad and send hundreds of promo copies to zines,

| __;f}.lew Sweet Breath




racho, stores, or whoever, and the record still won't do shit unless
you can get the people who actually buy records to start talking
about it. Word of mouth is stll the Lest way to sell records. Look
at the first Drive Like Jehu album, Cargo didn't do shit to promote
that album - I can't remember seeing a single ad for that record

yet \'.“.-'L'T:L'hﬂll".' was ralkmng about 1t and so 1t sold a lot of COpIES.
Thar's what 1t takes. So it's a big challenge for me to figure out how
to get a buzz going around both my band and bands on my lalel
bike New Sweer Breath, But I do really feel like I've gor some goad
stutf here and pretty soon the kids will find out abour 1t and start
spreading the word. It's just frustrating waiting for that 1o happen
and trymg to fipure our whar | need to be doing to make sare that i
atarts r‘l-]'lii[:li_'l‘l'r].
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FSE | noticed the theme about killing ("Spooge”, “Stt and Stare”)
and Just a general evilness ("Evil Twin®) coming into play on "Space
Freak”, that really wasn't evident on your earlier works? What's
going on? Are you quys ok, do you own guns?

S|B30) LeynD—yie|D) uor

&’ " INo guns. Were ok, just revolung a lirtle agamnst the
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F5¢E What do you have planned for Ringing Ear Records in 19967
For Sinkhole in 19967 And how do you manaae your time between
band, label, and whatever else you miaht find time for in your life?

&' By the nme this is published, we should have 4 new releases

! i ) | out on Biging Eac A 7" by Huffy, a new band from |]-||r|u1§_=_rnr1,
F‘*E Wh‘v did Fun Huppnr {who are on !tmqmg 'Far:' win the Boston VT; a New Sweet Breath 7" an A.G's O called This Earth Sucks
Fock and Roll Rumble in 1995 and not Sinkhole? What is the that's got all 3 7"s and the Cirkus Berzerkus full-length on it (The
r‘e!ahumhlp between Poe "‘ﬂpﬂﬂ' and SII‘IH'H:I'IE, dont you share a A.G's was the band thar 2 bunch of us from Sinkhole and Do
member or something like that? Hopper used to be m), and a Ringing Ear sampler CD called

Flex Your Specs that's gof songs from every BLE. release, As far as

L Bacatoi-a cavt: b s-nlav : o sin k]

oy’ Beciuse 3 certain mss-playing member of Sinkhole was : 2, ]
g g7y ; ; sinkhole POES, il I saad, we'll be recording a new album in February
prancing around England with hus gidfriend at the nme the Rumble - ' ;

: ! - . thar should be out 11 r|'||_- Springe, then we're goan O o Lis
took [‘-']itl."-_' 50 Sinkhole couldn'y paricipate. But the Rumble's a ' -3 d e

" - ; four 11 June wath MNew Sweet Breath, and after that who knows
pretty cheesy event so we weren't brokenhearted to have missed it BT .

T ! ' - ' : Yeah, manaping tme can be toueh,. but ['ve found it to be
lhe band member we share with Dac Hopper 15.Chns Pierce, their = & ]

i / ] a lot easier now that ['ve QLT 1Ty cumbersome day b course,
sger/ muranst. He plays drums and does some singng tor

Smkhole.

F%E Would you ever use the video medium to aet your songs ovt
(relating back to the question about getting everyone fo hear a song
like “Tumble Mat” and also to the obvious MTV slag in the song
“Alterma Hunka Shit*)?

& Yes, I'm definutely intesested in using the video medium to

eating 15 one of those [hjmm [ trv 1o find time for in my hife so we'll

see how long thr. no day ;|r-|| |I|u o |1 i
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expose our music to people and | think we'll probably try to make a
video for a song off the next Sinkhole album. There's a ton of
regronal and local cable video shows that play punk and
underground videos and I'm sure those shows have some pood-
stzed viewerships. As far ag MTV goes, they're absolutely the worst
TV staton 1n the lustory of television and 1'd feel pretty shitry if
video of mune was helping 1o deaw viewers to a channel with
programmung as loathsome as "Singled Out” and "The Real
World" So in other words, if we do shoot a video, we most likely
will not be sending it to MTV



